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ORIGINAL TITLE: Der Name der Rose 
(Le nom de la rose) 
YEAR: 1986   
RUNNING TIME: 131 min.   
COUNTRY: Germany  
DIRECTOR: Jean-Jacques Annaud 
SCREENWRITER: Andrew Birkin, Gérard 
Brach, Howard Franklin, Alain Godard 
(Novel: Umberto Eco) 
COMPOSER: James Horner 
CINEMATOGRAPHER: Tonino Delli Colli 
CAST: Sean Connery (William of 
Baskerville) , Christian Slater (Adso of 
Melk), F. Murray Abraham (Bernardo 
Gui), Michael Lonsdale (the Abbot), 
Valentina Vargas (the Girl), Ron 
Perlman (Salvatore), Feodor Chaliapin 
Jr. (venerable Jorge de Burgos), William 
Hickey (Ubertino da Casale), Volker 
Prechtel (Malachia), Leopoldo Trieste 
(Michele da Cesena), Helmut Qualtinger 
(Remigio da Varagine), Elya Baskin 
(Severinus), Michael Habeck (Berengar), 
Urs Althaus (Venantius), Vernon 
Dobtcheff (Hugh of Newcastle), Andrew 
Birkin (Cuthbert of Winchester) 

 

A day at the cinema! Mistery and crime at the abbey! 

PLOT 

The story takes place in Northern Italy, during the early 14th century. Franciscan monk William of 

Baskerville and his novice Adso of Melk (narrating as an old man) arrive at a Benedictine abbey where 

a mysterious death has occurred ahead of an important theological Church conference. William, known 

for his deductive and analytic mind, confronts the worried Abbot and gains permission to investigate the 

death – a young illuminator appears to have committed suicide. Over the next few days, several other 

bizarre deaths occur, and the two gradually discover that everything is not what it seems in the abbey. 

INTERESTING FACTS 

The clergy was the estate that was dedicated to pray for the other two estates. We must distinguish 

between the higher clergy (bishops, abbots ... ie feudal lords with large estates) and lower clergy 

(priests and monks). Like the castle, the monastery was another center power, but was also a place of 

prayer, study and work. Geographically was located in an isolated, but strategic place. 

The first monastic organization came was the "Benedictine Rule" in about 529 AD. The vision of St. 

Benedict of Nursia was of a community of people living and working in prayer and isolation from the 
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outside world. The day of a monk or nun, in theory at 

least, was regulated by regular prayer services in the 

abbey church. These services took place every three 

hours, day and night. When the services were over, 

monks would be occupied with all the tasks associated 

with maintaining a self-sustaining community. The 

abbey (the term for a monastery or nunnery) was under 

the authority of an 

abbot or abbess. The 

abbot could be a 

landless noble, who 

used the church as a 

means of social 

advancement. Under 

the abbot was the 

prior/prioress, who 

ran the monastery in the absence of the abbot, who might have to travel 

on church business. There could also be a sub-prior. Other officers 

included the cellerar (in charge of food storage and preparation), and 

specialists in the care of the sick, building, farming, masonry, and 

education. 

Abbeys grew their own food, did all their own building, and in some cases, grew quite prosperous doing 

so. Throughout the Dark Ages and Medieval period the monasteries were practically the only repository of 

scholarship and learning. The monks were by far the best educated members of society - often they were 

the only educated members of society. Monasteries acted as libraries for ancient manuscripts, and 

many monks were occupied with laboriously copying sacred texts (generally in a room called the 

scriptorium). 

 

 

The Abbey 

 

The Library 
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IMAGES FROM THE MOVIE 

 

William and Adso 

 

The abbot 

Bernardo Gui 
 

Jorge de Burgos 

 

Salvatore 

 

The library 

 

MONK’S SCHEDULE 

1. Matins - (or ”Vigiliae”) between 2:30 and 3:00 in the morning. 

2. Lauds - (or “Matutini” or “Matins”) between 5:00 and 6:00 in the morning, in order to end at 

dawn. 

3. Prime - Around 7:30, shortly before daybreak. Terce around 9:00. 

4. Sext - Noon (in a monastery where the monks did not work in the fields, it was also the hour of 

the midday meal in winter). 

5. Nones - Between 2:00 and 3:00 in the afternoon. 

6. Vespers - Around 4:30, at sunset (the Rule prescribes eating supper before dark). 

7. Compline - Around 6:00 (before 7:00, the monks go to bed). 



 

IES Pintor Juan Lara 
Recursos Didácticos: Cine y Didáctica 
Departamento: Geografía e Historia 
Nivel: 2º ESO Social Sciences, History CLIL 

 

FGD, MMXIII   4 

 

EXERCISES 

1. How many characters do you remember? List them 

 

2. Read the list of characters  below and tell what characterizes each 

Character Feature 

William of Baskerville  

Adso of Melk  

Jorge de Burgos  

The abbot  

Salvatore  

The girl  

Bernardo Gui  

Ubertino da Casale  

Malachia  

 

3. What was the task of the first dead monk? 

 

4. Why the murders occur? 

 

5. What jobs or tasks monks do? 

 

6. In the plot of the movie there is one medieval estate very present, another backdrop and 

one almost absent. Explain who’s who 

 

7. The abbey is the center of a manor and surrounded by walls. Why? 

 

8. Peasants were the most of the population, how they lived? Do you remember any dialogue 

about them in the movie? Which? 


